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Why did people come here?

MESA director, looking to see how to get financial support.

Bowie State Univ.  Ability to hone in on direct proposals for STEM within NSF grants. 

What are examples of “lightning bolt” proposals?

NSF speaker: Lightning bolt ideas are ideas that really move things forward.  NSF will not give people bolts of lightning.  It is about pushing ideas and finding evidence for it.  What are the innovative ideas? They are “your” innovations and ideas.  It’s about pushing fields forward.  

Lightning bolts can be great, but it can also “burn down the forest.”  Science is about building a body of knowledge, but if people are all about lightning bolt ideas, it can disrupt the iterative scientific nature. 

Challenge at NSF:  Advancing the field forward is at a different pace when it comes to STEM.  Check out Notice #130: much of the fields of science move at an iterative pace.  Transformative research is something that NSF officers are challenged to integrate.

Question: What are the risks of tearing down what we’ve done?  

Answer: build on foundations, do it in places where people want to do the experiments.  There are places in NSF for these experiments.  

How do you envision the collaborations with Education colleges?

Presentation:

Structure of NSF and directivee: see PPT handout.  

“Dream about the human capacity”  NSF is very interested in this concept.   Producing more STEM teacher is also a center of interest.  Informal education.   Make sense of cyber part of our nation, what are the frontiers of this.  Studies are a key, must know about things, NSF won’t tell people what to do so we don’t tear everything down. 

Undergrad education:  across administrations there has been recognition that undergrad education is important, so funding reflects that. 

EHR is the driving force to push education and STEM support. 

CCLI is the place to make changes in the undergrad classroom.  This has the scholarships for future teachers, cyber security, etc.  CCLI believes in transforming undergrad education.  
NSF works a lot with MD to create partners, such as College of Ed, school districts, etc. 

Look at Alicia, PI, that brought $12M for collaboration between Bowie and UMCP.

Need spend lots of time in all fields to build growth in student knowledge.  One day workshops don’t work as well.

Congressional intent focus is on teachers, not NSF.  Everyone should seek Robert Noise scholarship, because stimulus money is channeled here.

EHR funding in MD: 60+ programs @ $88M.  EHR is meant to pool resources together.  

Speaker:  Peggy Salenko: Director @ US Dept. of Ed

Currently in the process of getting more money to support encourage innovation and disseminate best practices in field of education.   Promote areas of STEM.  Troops to Teachers.: Partners with DoD.

Promote student achievement.  It’s about kids in classrooms.  Are students learning?  It is about preparing teachers, but the goal is to enhance student achievement. This grant is very focus and intentional on focusing on high needs districts.  Must meet poverty requirement, and teaching requirements.  Must be in high turnover area. LEA.  Free and reduced lunch.   Have partnership.  Have to document what that’s going to look like.  

Must have a bold reform, or create a teacher residency program.  In one year, have to have Master’s degree, be paid, etc.  Writers were really focused and intentional on what they want.  

Develop good leaderships for schools.  Preparing teachers for LEA (local education districts).   For questions email:  TeachU@ed.gov.  

Integrate local districts, not just an added layer on to programs.  

Residents must commit to teach for 2 years in LEA, or they will have to pay back.  What are evaluations?  Still working with evaluation folks to figure out how to measure student performance. 

Two pre applications meetings.  One in DC.  Money must be spent in Sept. 30, 2009.  DoE doesn’t want people to rehash things.  It’s about transformative. Empahsis on math, science, and humanities.   Coordinated effort between other federal assistance.  There’s a match @ 100%.  

Develop digital content resources

TQPart@ed.gov. 

Question:  Leadership program.  Can use district leaders.  

Stimulus money requires more reporting.  No research. 

Grant will give out $10M over 5 years for STEM.

You can also serve as reviewers for grant competitions. 


