UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF MARYLAND BOARD OF REGENTS RESOLUTION

CALLING FOR THE MARYLAND HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION TO ALLOW UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE TO OFFER ITS  

CONCENTRATION IN COMMUNITY COLLEGE POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION IN MARYLAND
Approved by the Board of Regents on November 11, 2009     

WHEREAS, the University System of Maryland (USM), as the state’s public higher education system, is committed to providing access to high-demand programs, especially in response to critical workforce needs; and  


WHEREAS, University of Maryland University College (UMUC), one of USM’s 11 universities and a proven leader in delivering online academic programs, created an online concentration in community college policy and administration within its existing doctorate in management, in response to a growing demand for community college administrators and at the request of the American Association of Community Colleges;


WHEREAS, the Secretary of the Maryland Higher Education Commission granted UMUC permission to offer the concentration to residents outside of Maryland, but NOT to Maryland residents, citing his view that the program duplicated and would do harm to Morgan State University’s (MSU) doctoral program in community college leadership offered in a traditional classroom setting; and  

WHEREAS, the Maryland Higher Education Commission (MHEC) upheld the Secretary’s decision and rejected UMUC’s appeal to offer the concentration to Maryland residents, in disregard for those residents who desire such a program, but are unable to travel to MSU for classes; and  
WHEREAS, the decisions of the Secretary and the Commission ignore MHEC’s own state plan that supports access to degrees through online programs to meet “the needs of a largely working, adult population who require a flexible schedule;” and 

WHEREAS, the decisions of the Secretary and the Commission totally ignore the demonstrably different academic platforms—UMUC’s online program and MSU’s traditional classroom delivery; and

WHEREAS, the decision of the Commission shows inexplicable favoritism to MSU by allowing the university two years to develop an online program (and in the event that MSU is unable to do so, allowing another institution to create such a program) and contradicts the Commission’s assertion that while UMUC’s online program is “unreasonably duplicative,” an online program developed by MSU or another institution would not be;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the University System of Maryland Board of Regents finds the Maryland Higher Education Commission’s decision unconscionable, unreasonable, unfair, and unresponsive to the needs of Maryland residents; and
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT the Board of Regents emphatically calls for the Maryland Higher Education Commission to allow UMUC to offer its doctoral concentration in community college policy and administration to Maryland residents, to meet a well-documented workforce need in the state. 
